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Organizational Overview of the FAO

§ The Financial Accountability Officer is an independent officer of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario.

§ The FAO was created through legislation passed in 2013 and the first Financial Accountability 
Officer was appointed in 2015.

§ The FAO has 20 staff members who are mostly economists or financial analysts with graduate 
degrees.
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§ The FAO provides MPPs and committees of the Assembly with independent analysis of the 
Province’s finances and trends in the economy.

§ We also respond to requests from MPPs and committees to research:

o the Province’s finances and the economy;

o the Expenditure Estimates submitted to the Legislature; or

o the financial costs or financial benefits of any public bill or proposal, including any proposal 
made by the Government or any member of the Assembly. 

The FAO’s Mandate
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To support the members and committees of the 

Legislative Assembly by providing independent, 

authoritative, accessible and timely financial and 

economic analysis.

“
”

Mission Statement
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How We Do Our Work
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The FAO’s Work Covers Four Basic Areas

Financial analysis of 
government programs 

and policies 

4
Ontario’s economy

1
Spending plans

3
Province’s finances 

and budget
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Independent

§ The FAO does not make policy 
recommendations.

§ All of our work is publicly available.
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Authoritative

Access to confidential and 
public information

Experienced economists who 
understand and model 

Ontario’s economy

Detailed knowledge of 
government programs and 

revenue sources

The FAO’s economic and budget outlooks
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Transparent

§ We are open about our assumptions and how we model.

§ The government civil service have opportunities to review and comment on draft copies of our work 
prior to publication.

§ We report on our forecasting accuracy and what has changed in our projections.
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How We Support MPPs
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Briefings
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§ For each report we hold briefings for interested MPPs and staff. Report briefings are also available 
on request. 
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Media Releases
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§ Each report is accompanied 
by a media release which 
summarizes the key findings 
of the report. 

Key facts

Report summary
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Report Videos and Interactive Graphics
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§ To improve accessibility, our reports are often accompanied by videos or interactive graphics.
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Learning Modules
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§ The FAO produces 
learning modules to help 
MPPs and staff better 
understand Ontario’s 
finances and other topics 
within the FAO’s mandate.

Government Finances 101 Module
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Website
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§ All of our work can be found 
on our website. 

Quick links
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Social Media and Newsletter
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@infofao

@faoontario

Financial Accountability 
Office of Ontario (FAO)

FAO Social Media Platforms FAO Quarterly Newsletters

fao-on.org/subscribe



fao-on.org

2 Bloor Street West, Suite 900
Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3E2

416.644.0702 

info@fao-on.org

Thank you!


